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Literature
How do queer students of color develop, 
describe and make meaning through 
self-authorship of their racial and sexual 
orientations at a predominantly White 
institution?
Which element of their identity is the 
most salient?
How does their saliency influence their 
self authorship?
This study consisted of:
o six individual interviews grounded in 
the heuristic method
o students self identifying
o interviews that were transcribed, 
coded and analyzed for emerging 
themes
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“I do
n’t w
ant 
to le
t 
my 
fam
ily d
own
.”
Self-Authorship
(Baxter Magolda, 2001)
Intersectionality
(Crenshaw, 1991)
Compensation through Perfectionism
o Perceived Expectations set by others
o Expectations set by self
Compensation through Education
o Inquisitive Nature as knowledge is valued
o Knowledge is seen as an advancement and tied 
personally to self
Compensation through Socializing
o Value is placed highly on others opinions
o High emphasis on relationships
“I always feel like I’m 
gonna disappoint 
someone somehow 
and I don’t want to.”
“This is who I am
 
and it’s okay tha
t 
I’m not the 
perfect girl I felt 
like everybody 
wanted me to be
”
“The
 purs
uit o
f 
know
ledg
e, th
at’s 
what
 driv
es m
e.”
I can’t ever really 
be myself 100% 
of the time.”
Race
Class
Gender
Ability
Religion
Sexuality
Citizenship
o A need for more literature and focus on 
self-authorship and the intersectionality 
of race and sexual orientation in queer 
students of color
o This is future ground work for further 
studies on queer students of color and 
the impact of these variables on this 
population
o To support queer students of color we 
must understand how they 
compensate, in an attempt to gain 
validation, so that we can better create 
an environment that is conducive for 
their development.
“When I’m with white 
people I tend to have 
more of a verbose 
vocabulary to speak 
a little more erudite 
or intelligent.” “The
 only 
thing 
I fear
 is 
peop
le don
’t take
 me 
seriou
s [and
] me 
not b
eing 
accep
ted in
to the
 field 
that 
I'm go
ing in
to.”
“I can’t let this one 
individual mess up my 
whole life and preference 
because you can’t base 
everything off of one 
person.”
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